Waterloo Public Housing Estate
The Waterloo Public Housing Estate is located immediately south of the Sydney CBD. It is in the former South Sydney Council area and adjoins the South Sydney Development Corporation area designated by the government as a major redevelopment initiative. 

Waterloo is visually dominated by the Endeavour and Cook projects. These projects contain four blocks 17 storeys high and two blocks thirty storeys high. The Estate was originally an existing terrace house neighbourhood that was declared a ‘slum clearance’ area in the mid 1940s. The projects were gradually developed to create walk-up flats and high-rise set in open parkland from 1945 onwards. These Projects were one of the last major redevelopments and was constructed in the early 1970s. It is an easy walk to the CBD and shopping facilities. Early occupation of the area is thought to be by the Eora tribe whose domain extended from Botany Bay to Sydney Harbour. 
Unlike the early suburbs to the east (Potts Point) and west (Glebe) the suburb of Waterloo has never been an area for the affluent. It’s modest origins belie the fact that it is better placed than areas such as Woolloomooloo to enjoy the cooling northeasterly breezes on hot summer days. 

Despite the 1890s and 1930s depressions the Waterloo area survived although the descent into poverty for many of its residents left an indelible scar. One young resident who did not forget the appalling conditions was William McKell, later a strong Labor Premier who together with Prime Minister Chifley established the Housing Commission which in turn declared the Waterloo Area a ‘slum clearance’ area.  
The early redevelopment consisted of demolishing the existing terrace houses and replacing them with two and three storey walk-up flats. Because of the overcrowding and lack of open space associated with the slums much effort was made to create new housing that had plenty of space and open air about it. Thus came the notion of setting the buildings in a park like landscape. The reaction against the terrace houses extended to orientating the buildings at 45 degrees to the street. 
The idea was to make a complete break with the past. The emergence of the high rise model of public housing helped to consolidate this contrast of the new with the old. High rise were being  used in Britain for public housing and were described as ‘streets in the sky’. Despite growing community concern with high-rise housing the then Housing Commission persisted with the plan for the Endeavour and Cook Projects using the then well known American anthropologist to endorse a proposal to house the elderly in thirty storey towers. 

   “WATERLOO”  - an important documentary revived!

“Waterloo” is an historical account of the 1970’s battle by residents of this inner Sydney suburb to save the area from slum clearance and redevelopment by public housing authorities.

In the early 70’s the state government initiated a massive scheme to pull down inner city terraces (slums) to build the new public housing estates that the government now wants to redevelop. “Waterloo” sets out to understand the residents fight-back in terms of the history of the suburb itself: The poverty and overcrowding at the turn of the century, and the impractical, idealistic solutions proposed by the planners. It also looks at Waterloo in the context of urban housing struggles in Sydney: the anti-eviction campaigns of the 30’s, the rise of the Resident Action movement in the late 60’s and the alliance it formed with building unions resulting in the now world famous Green Bans. 

“Waterloo” (50 minutes) is available from filmmaker Tom Zubrycki <tzub@ozemail.com.au> or your local library may have it available for loan. 
